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PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

Coming in hot! Not me, though; the summer months 
are fast approaching, which means those nice cool 
nights of sleeping with the windows open are over. I, 
for one, already miss the cooler nights as I'm built for 
cold weather. That warmer weather means we're slid-
ing into the summer months, which means our annual 
convention is just around the corner, and I can't wait 
for all of you to see what we have planned for you all. 

Between our last publication and this one, we had a 
very successful trip to Tallahassee to meet with some 
of our state's representatives. This was our first visit in 
quite a few years and was a first for a few of us on the 
trip. What made it successful? We had a handful of 

scheduled meetings with some of these decision-makers, 
which gave us undivided attention for 30 minutes with 
each representative to educate them and inform them on 

the type of resource that the FWQA can be for them as documents come across 
their desk. The FWQA has a resource pool not only of our membership and spon-
sors but it extends to the WQA and all they encompass. Water quality will be a 
hot topic for years to come and will only move up the chain of priorities to these 
lawmakers as all of us educate our customers. As the state grows, so do the chal-
lenges of delivering water at that volume with the quality we want. We also man-
aged to meet with representatives that we didn't have a scheduled meeting with 
as well as deliver vital informational packets to even more. A couple of the repre-
sentatives expressed interest in coming to our convention and being better ac-
quainted with our association, and others immediately put us in their files as a 
resource to reach out to when the time comes. It's an experience that I'm happy I 
took part in, and I'm very proud of your FWQA board for arranging, attending, 
and having such a strong showing. 

Up next is our convention, where I will transition to the role of Immediate Past 
President, and we will all have the pleasure to work with Cindy Schieber as your 
next President. As I look back at my last year here on the Board, I have nothing 
but fond memories and an overall sense of pride in what our association was able 
to deliver this year. I know my time on this board isn't quite over, but I will say 
this: if you have ever had any inclination at all about being a board member, I 
urge you to give it a try. Being on the board will open your eyes to how many 
people share the same goals and vision that you do. It allows you to take the 
blinders off, and you stop thinking about "my area" and "my sales," and you see 
things in a different light. Rewarding is the only way I can sum it up, and you 
meet some great people along the way. Thank you, everyone, for supporting the 
FWQA and allowing us to deliver new products, ideas, and opportunities to you 
and your company. 
 

FWQA President 
Jeff Sadonis 
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FWQA  - A Day on the Hill  -Legislative Visits to Tallahassee  
 

We had 5 board members - Jeff Sadonis, President, Cindy Schieber, Vice President, Dave Copp, Don Grace and John 
Ladue, Immediate Past President; Suzanne Trueblood and one college student and part-time industry employee 
Jacqueline Ladue, attended our Legislative visits to Tallahassee this year. 

We were able to visit with 11 Representatives in person and left information with everyone on the  House of  Repre-
sentatives newly created Water Quality Supply & Treatment Subcommittee (of the Infrastructure Strategies Commit-
tee).  Dave Copp and Cindy Schieber visited with Cyndi Stevenson who is the Chair of this new committee and 
Jeanne Curtain, Policy Chief - Cyndi was very interested but is retiring in November. Wants a whole house RO after 
all she's learned on this committee. Introduced us to Jeanne who will be the main contact for us moving forward, and 
invited Jeanne to our FWQA Convention in June.  They were also able to visit with Representative Dean Black who 
is a business man from Jacksonville. Cindy invited him to visit the Stenner factory for a tour. They explained who 
FWQA is and since he serves on the Ag committee it does touch on water he was interest and looks forward to tour-
ing Stenner after the session is over. 

Don and Jeff visited with Representative Yvonne Hinson who is interested in attending our FWQA convention. She 
also serves on the Water Quality Supply & Treatment Subcommittee. They also met with Fiona McFarland from Sar-
asota. James Buchanan from North Port. Rep Buchanan was extremely interested in what FWQA does and has per-
sonal experience with water conditioning equipment as an end user. 

John Ladue, Jacqueline Ladue and Suzanne Trueblood met with Jennefer Canady from Lakeland, she is Vice Chair 
of the Infrastructure Strategies Committee.  She noticed right away that the new Water Quality Supply & Treatment 
Subcommittee is part of her area and was asking many questions about how we can help with the water quality.   

Many of the other Representatives were concerned with the quality of drinking water and were excited to have us 
there to let them know that FWQA is their resource for point-of-use water questions and concerns. We emphasized 
that we are here to get them answers back by science from our WQRF.  That impressed them to know we have 
WQRF as a resource.  Many of the legislators had personal issues and interest in water for their homes and business-
es.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Front row Dave Copp, John Ladue, Jeff Sadonis, Suzanne Trueblood 
Back rowðDon Grace and Cindy Schieber. 
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LOOK WHO WE VISITED ð- 

Senator Jay Trumbull 

Jessica Baker 

Rep Cyndi Stevenson 

Rep Dean Black 

Rep. Felicia Robinson 

Rep Fiona McFarland 

Rep Yvonne Hayes Hinson 

Rep Jennifer Canady 

Rep Hillary Cassell Rep Robin Bartleman 

Rep Katherine Waldron 


