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The Florida Flow 
A U G U S T  2 0 2 5   N E W S  T O  U S E  

U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S 

Mark your Calendars 
NOW!! 
 
Fall Seminar 
November 7, 2025 
 
FWQA Legislative Visit to 
Tallahassee 
January or February 2026 
 

WQA Convention 
April 28ï 30, 2026 
Miami Beach, FL 
 

FWQA Convention 
Trade Show 
June 2026 
Caribe Royale Resort 
Orlando, FL   
 
FWQA Golf Tournament 
Championsgate Golf 
June 2026 

PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

The Power of Giving Back  

 

Dear Fellow FWQA Members, 
As we close the chapter on another success-
ful Annual Convention, I want to take a mo-
ment to thank each and every one of you who 
participatedðwhether as an exhibitor, speak-
er, sponsor, or attendee. Your energy, ideas, 
and commitment made this yearôs gathering 
one of our best yet. We will always remember 
our 50th Anniversary Celebration (like none 
before) from a great dinner to a commemora-
tive coin to a fabulous glass, all because of  

GREAT member support!  From the packed sem-
inars to the buzzing trade show floor, it was clear 

that our strength lies not just in products and servicesðbut in our willingness to 
support one another and to stay actively involved in shaping the future of water 
quality. 
 

As we continue to navigate an evolving landscape in water quality, Iôve found 
myself reflecting on the importance of something timelessðgiving back to 
the industry thatôs given us so much. Whether you're a manufacturer, dealer, 
technician, or consultant, each of us is part of a broader mission: ensuring 
clean, safe, and reliable water to the communities we call home.  

 
Giving back doesnôt always mean grand gestures. It can be as simple as: 

¶ Volunteering on a committee or board. 

¶ Sharing your expertise through an FWQA seminar or article. 

¶ Supporting legislative efforts that protect our industry and consumers. 
Or even just reaching out to a peer to offer support or insight. 
 

As your President, Iôm proud of the work weôve done togetherðbut I also see end-
less opportunity ahead. When each of us contributes in our own way, we strengthen 
not only our businesses, but the future of our industry. This association is only as 
strong as the people supporting it. And after seeing the passion and professional-
ism on display at the convention, I have no doubt there are great things ahead for 
our association. 
 

Letôs commit to lifting each other up, staying engaged, and keeping our association 
strong through service and collaboration. Letôs continue to build on the spirit of con-
nection and contribution that made this convention so special.  

 
If youôre looking for ways to get involved or arenôt sure where to start, reach out. 
Weôre stronger when we grow together. 
 

Looking forward to seeing all of you at our next eventé.Fall Seminar. Keep your 
eyes open to this opportunity in Novemberé.more information will be shared soon. 
 

Jami West,   FWQA President 
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News to Use 

Tampa Bay Water Awarded More Than $21 Million in  

PFAS Class Action Settlement 

Tampa Bay Waterôs litigation firm, Ventura Law, announced on July 21, 2025, an estimated $21 mil-
lion settlement in the class action lawsuit against manufacturers of PFAS, also known as ñforever 
chemicals.ò Tampa Bay Water, at the direction of its Board of Directors, joined a class action lawsuit 
against manufacturers, sellers and distributors of PFAS in 2020 to protect its members and citizens 
from potential financial impacts related to sampling, testing and treatment. 
 
ñOur decision to pursue legal recourse has paid off handsomely for our rate payers and for our ability 
to provide safe and clean drinking water to the region,ò said Hillsborough County Commissioner and 
Tampa Bay Water Chairman, Harry Cohen. 
 
ñThis is great news for Tampa Bay Water and every person served by our member governments,ò 
said Chuck Carden, General Manager of Tampa Bay Water. ñThank you to our Board for standing up 
for the regionôs residents.ò 
 
Ninety percent of the settlement has been decided and totals $21.7 million for Tampa Bay Water. The 
remainder, according to the attorneys, is expected to be determined in the near future and may pro-
vide an additional $2-4 million to Tampa Bay Water. 
 
ñIt was back in 2019 that Tampa Bay Waterôs Board of Directors joined the lawsuit to hold creators of 
PFAS accountable,ò said Augie Ribeiro, Esq., Chief Executive Officer of Ventura Law. ñToday, nearly 
six years after that decision, I am proud to say this is a victory for all of us who rely on our drinking 
water supply.ò 
 
3M Company (3M) and E.I. Du Pont de Nemours and Company (DuPont) settled collective claims 
against both manufacturers for drinking water contamination in Public Water Systems caused explicit-
ly by ñforever chemicals.ò The settlements provided $12.5 billion from 3M and an additional $1.2 billion 
from DuPont in a separate settlement. Settlements with other manufacturers are also pending. The 
money could assist cities, towns, and other public water systems address PFAS contamination in 
drinking water. More details about the settlement can be found at- 

 https://ww.pfaswatersettlement.com/ 

Tampa Bay Water has tested the regional drinking water supply for PFAS since July 2023 and has 
found three locations to be slightly above EPAôs new regulatory limit of 4 parts per trillion, set to take 
effect in 2031. Tampa Bay Water is completing its Water Quality Study to make treatment recommen-
dations to its Board of Directors later this year. 
 
About Tampa Bay Water 
Tampa Bay Water is the largest wholesale water supplier in Florida, providing high-quality drinking 
water to its members, who in turn, supply water to more than 2.6 million residents of the Tampa Bay 
area. Tampa Bay Water member governments include Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas counties and 
the cities of New Port Richey, St. Petersburg and Tampa. To learn more, visit tampabaywater.org. 

 

https://www.tampabaywater.org/Newsroom
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Mr. Leonardo Murillo 
Alkaline Water, LLC 
600 SW 94h Terrace 
Pembroke Pines, FL 33025 
 
Michaela Icard 
All Year Cooling 
3100 Ray Ferrero Jr Blvd 5th Floor 
Davie, FL  33314 
 
Mr. Charles Jones 
Aqua Pro Water Systems 
17710 Beach Park Trail 
Panama City Beach, FL  32413 
 
Mr. Joshua Gendron 
Best Home Services 
1455 Rail Head Blvd, Suite 1 
Naples, FL  34110 
 
Mr. Wayne Anderson 
Black Opal LLC 
650 Holiday Dr, Suite 400 
Pittsburg, PA  15220 
 
Mr. Jeff Flagg 
Florida Water Conditioning, LLC 
1458 Hwy 41 N Unit 300 
Inverness, FL  34450 
  
Mr. Moran Carson-Marino 
Greener Technologies 
205 W State Rd 434 Suite D 
Winter Springs, FL  32708  
 
John Merlino 
homeys 
5530  PGA Blvd.  Suite 201 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL  33418 
 
Mr. Shachar Klarfeld 
HYDRAGEN ESSENTIALS LLC 
2233 S Federal Highway 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33316 

Jesse Myers 
Myers Well and Water Treatment Services 
10200 Dragonfly Run 
Mims, FL  32754 
 
Mr. Juan Meauri 
Ozone Water Treatments US CORP 
3700  34th Street Suite 120A 
Orlando, FL  32805 
 
Taylor Masella 
Otter Water Solutions 
2653 Bonanza Lane 
North Port, FL  34286 
 
MR. ANTONIO URRIOLA 
PROHOMEUS, LLC 
6923 Narcoossee Rd.  Suite 613  
Orlando, Florida 32822  
 
Mr. David Welch 
ProSoft Water Treatment LLC 
4624 Braesgate Ct 
Land O Lakes, Florida 34639  
 
Mr. Mikel Wisenbaker 
SGA WATER 
P O Box 222 
Lake Park, GA 31636 
 
Mr. Edgardo Tabata 
Simplex Technology and Health 
1002 Raining Meadows Ln 
Orlando, FL  322824 
 
Mr. Philip Gallet 
Waterbird Home Water Solutions LLC 
25150 BernwoodDr Ste 8  
Bonita Springs, FL  34135 

Welcome to Our NEW Members! 

FWQA members have 50 years of setting the 
GOLD Standard! 

https://search.sunbiz.org/Inquiry/CorporationSearch/SearchResultDetail?inquirytype=EntityName&directionType=Initial&searchNameOrder=HYDRAGENESSENTIALS%20L250000236350&aggregateId=flal-l25000023635-a68e7cb2-b7bb-46cf-a77a-396680413313&searchTerm=hydragen%20ess


 

50 Years of Setting the Gold Standard  

The Mission of the Florida Water Quality Association is to:   
Promote increased use of industry products and services, 

To foster and maintain the professional competency of water treatment professionals 
And to work with governments, other organizations and the public on issues affecting water quality. 

 

This year we fostered networking in a casual atmosphere  
at our golf tournament, and even had to fight an alligator! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Encouraged  
professional improvement 
through education. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Announcing our 2025 FWQA Scholarship Winnersð Funded by our Live Auction! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

          Our Live Actioneer          Caiden Crites        Kenna Hill         Ben Mosteller 
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FWQA Celebrates our Members 
Learned about products and services that benefit our Dealer Members at the Trade Show 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Many of our members are ófamily 
businessesô FWQA is proud to 
support many generations over 
the years and we feel that all of 
our members are FAMILY! 

 
 
 

Took time to look to the past 
and plan for the future. 

 
The collection of Trade 

Show, Newsletters, Member-
ship Directories and  
give-a-ways from the 

past years. 
 

For more picturesð 
a lot more 

Please check our our 
FWQA.COM  
Website. 
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FWQA had the opportunity to recognize those in our industry in Florida 
who have been valuable to the Water Treatment Industry.   

 
HALL OF FAME AWARDï Amanda Moore 

 
The Hall of Fame Award is awarded to individuals who over a 

long period of time have  
contributed of their time and resources to the betterment of the  

Water Treatment Industry. 
 

 
 

 
OUTSTANDING SERVICE AWARDðDave Copp 

 
The Outstanding Service Award is typically presented to a person 
who has over the last year raised significant amount of money for 

this association. 

 
 

  

 PRESIDENTôS  AWARD ð Ray Gregory 

 The Presidentôs Award is presented by the outgoing President of 
the Association to the person who has shown outstanding dedication 
and commitment to the Association over the course of the past year. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FWQA PAST PRESIDENTS 
 

BACK ROW² L TO R.  JEREMY GREENE, JEFF SADONIS, GREG WEST, DENNY MAHLE, JOHN LADUE, TED DYER, 
FORREST VINCENT, LUIS REYES.  

 
FRONT ROW - L TO R.  LARRY EATON, KENNY GIBSON, AMANDA MOORE, CINDY SCHIEBER,  

TODD MOSTELLER, DOUG HARING.  


